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Abstract. Landslide, as a natural geological phenomenon with great harm, seriously threatens 
human social activities and life safety. It has a variety of latent and immeasurable destructiveness, 
which has a significant impact on the economic losses in rural areas. Therefore, it is urgent to take 
measures to accurately identify landslides to reduce their negative impacts. However, traditional 
manual visual interpretation has been unable to meet the current needs for emergency rescue of 
landslides, so computer intelligent methods have been paid attention to. This study proposes a new 
recognition network to address the problem of low accuracy of intelligent landslide boundary 
recognition methods. Firstly, the experiment incorporated boundary structure information into the 
Full Convolutional Network (FCN) for optimization, and constructed an Improved Full 
Convolutional Network (IFCN) model to better achieve image reconstruction. After that, 
Attention Mechanism (AM) is further introduced to achieve accurate detection of landslide 
boundaries in images, namely the IFCN-AM model. The attention mechanism introduced include 
spatial attention mechanism and multi-channel attention mechanism. Both are responsible for 
enhancing the language representation ability of the model and aggregating the interrelated 
features between different channels. The experimental results show that IFCN-AM has a 3 % to 
7 % improvement in accuracy, recall, F1 value, and MIoU value. 
Keywords: full convolutional network, spatial attention mechanism, channel attention 
mechanism, landslide boundary detection, deep learning. 

1. Introduction 

Landslide is a serious natural geological phenomenon. This phenomenon is mainly affected by 
natural geological processes and human activities. The rock and soil on the slope slide downward 
under the action of gravity [1]. China is a vast country with relatively complex geological 
conditions and geomorphological forms, so landslides are also very common. However, the 
destructive nature of landslides is difficult to measure. Landslides in rural areas are highly likely 
to completely destroy public facilities such as farmland, houses, and highways, causing significant 
economic losses. In addition, the sliding of mountain landslides is slow and long-term, or 
intermittent [2]. It can be delayed for several years, decades, or even hundreds of years, and its 
scale can reach millions of cubic meters, posing a serious threat to human and biological life 
safety. Therefore, it is urgent to take relevant measures to accurately identify landslides in order 
to reduce the impact of landslide disasters [3]. How to quickly extract landslide information to 
meet disaster emergency response is a key research point. The rapid development of remote 
sensing technology in recent years has greatly improved traditional geological hazard monitoring 
methods and provided more direct data support for geological hazard evaluation [4]. Traditional 
landslide boundary recognition methods mainly rely on manual visual interpretation, but they 
cannot meet the current needs of emergency rescue. In this context, by using remote sensing 
images, there is a relatively complete theoretical basis for applying computer intelligence 
technology to extract targets’ boundary features [5]. However, the existing methods do not involve 
a deeper network structure, and it needs improve image recognition accuracy. In view of this, to 
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improve landslide boundary recognition accuracy, this study incorporated images’ boundary 
structure information into the Full Convolutional Neural Network (FCN) and constructed an IFCN 
network. On this basis, a spatial and multi-channel dual attention mechanism (AM) is introduced 
to achieve accurate detection of landslide boundaries in images. 

2. Related work 

Convolutional Neural Network (CNN) is an intelligent algorithm incurrent scientific research 
field, which has strong applicability in various object detection. Therefore, the current research on 
CNN detection performance has also yielded many achievements. Sambolek and Ivasic-Kos 
proposed a probe search and rescue model based on Fast Region Convolutional Neural Network 
based on mountain exploration tourism search and rescue operations. The detector can detect the 
injured and can be applied to search and rescue operations in abnormal areas covered by 
vegetation. A dataset simulating rescue scenarios was developed to verify model’s effectiveness. 
The final model achieved excellent results in search and rescue scenarios [6]. Liu and other 
scholars discussed food detection and proposed a CNN based food feature extraction model. The 
model can detect food features such as meat, aquatic products, grains, fruits, vegetables, and so 
on through complex food matrices. The simulation results show that the combination of CNN and 
non-destructive testing technology has great potential for detecting and analyzing complex food 
substrates [7]. Saponara S et al. utilized a fire monitoring system combining YOLOv2 and CNN 
to achieve real-time detection of fire and smoke. The overall system uses lightweight neural 
networks to extract features from fire and smoke images. After testing, this system has better 
detection effects compared to other methods, and is suitable for intelligent real-time fire detection 
and monitoring systems [8]. Based on Region Convolutional Neural Network, an object detection 
method is proposed by Wu et al. from object detection topic in the field of computer vision. 
Experiments have optimized Region Convolutional Neural Network by proposing a mask Region 
Convolutional Neural Network model. The intersection point of this model is higher than the 
threshold, making it easy to obtain high-quality samples, enabling the detection of small-scale 
works. The validation results on the dataset demonstrate the superior detection performance of 
Mask Region Convolutional Neural Network [9]. From the perspective of public safety, Ullah 
team proposed a pedestrian abnormal behavior detection model that combines multi-layer 
bidirectional short-term memory algorithm and CNN. This model can extract the depth 
characteristics of pedestrians and achieve the detection and capture of abnormal events in smart 
city monitoring scenarios. The report results on the dataset show that the proposed model can 
improve the detection accuracy by 41.8 % [10]. 

Landslide detection technology has been a hot topic for researchers for a long time, and there 
are many research achievements at present. Gao and other researchers proposed a framework for 
landslide recognition based on semantic segmentation networks for landslide recognition and 
mapping. The framework utilizes a bottleneck structure to control parameters, and utilizes an 
encoder decoder structure to improve the testing speed of the model. In addition, the experiment 
also constructed a dataset to enrich the data used for model training. The constructed framework 
improves the efficiency of landslide boundary detection and exhibits great application potential 
[11]. Shi and other scholars proposed a landslide boundary detection technology that combines 
machine learning algorithms and remote sensing images. This technology realizes the recognition 
of mountain landslides through feature extraction methods such as tracking extraction, source 
point extraction, and attribute extraction, and can be applied to landslide boundary detection with 
complex land cover. The proposed technology also uses image processing and parallel block 
processing strategies to improve detection speed. The practical application results show that the 
proposed technology can achieve a recognition accuracy rate of over 80 % and is practical [12]. 
Scientific researchers such as Ji et al. use high-resolution optical satellite images to detect 
landslide boundaries. In order to cope with the diversity and complexity of latent landslides, the 
holistic model introduces an attention mechanism to achieve more accurate landslide feature 
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extraction. In order to verify the effectiveness of the proposed method, a mountain landslide 
dataset was constructed experimentally. Theproposed method achieves a detection score of 
96.62 % for landslide boundaries, with high advantages [13]. Yao et al. constructed detection 
techniques using neural networks and remote sensing images from the perspective of detecting 
objects with blurred landslide boundaries. The experiment takes the boundary detection of a loess 
landslide as an example to detect its blurred boundary objects. By comparing the detection 
performance of remote sensing images and visual images, it is found that this study can provide 
reference value for the detection of fuzzy objects at the landslide boundary [14]. Hacıefendio et 
al. in order to determine the impact area of the landslide boundary, the Lu K. team used 
visualization technology to assess the possibility of landslides occurring in local areas. In the 
experiment, four types of models were selected for automatic monitoring of regional landslides, 
and comparative verification was conducted. The receiver working curve and f50 scoring results 
of landslide detection characteristics show that visualization technology can effectively detect 
landslide zones and has reliability [15]. 

In summary, some scholars have now made improvements to CNN to adapt to their research 
fields. At the same time, landslide detection technology has also received considerable attention 
in recent years. However, there is no deeper structure in the current network structure, and the 
accuracy of landslide boundary recognition needs to be improved. Therefore, this study constructs 
an Improved Full Convolutional Network based on the boundary structure information of Full 
Convolutional Network fused images. And a dual attention mechanism of spatial and multi-
channel is introduced to achieve accurate detection of landslide boundaries in the image. 

3. Landslide boundary detection model based on full convolutional neural network and 
attention mechanism 

3.1. Construction and improvement of full convolutional network based boundary detection 
model 

CNN is a deep learning model that primarily classifies and recognizes images using matrix 
principles in linear algebra. Its basic structure is a convolutional layer, a pooling layer, and a fully 
connected layer, which are respectively responsible for image feature extraction, reducing the 
amount of learning parameters, and synthesizing the extracted features. CNN has a significant 
effect on single label or few label classification issues, but it has a poor effect on image semantic 
segmentation tasks [16-17]. Therefore, Full Convolutional Network came into being. The 
difference from traditional CNN is that original fully-connected-layer is replaced by Full 
Convolutional Network to CNN’s last layer with convolutional layer. After the feature image is 
pooled, it is restored to input image size by using bilinear interpolation to calculate classification 
losses pixel by pixel and obtain segmentation results. In image detection, Full Convolutional 
Network can accept different kinds of images. In this method, a single convolution can be used to 
catch different kinds of image region features [18]. The Full Convolutional Network model 
includes two parts: a full convolutional network and a loss layer. The former can express image 
features. The latter mainly undertakes calculation of image loss. So model parameters can be 
obtained and the former can be optimized. Fig. 1 shows the basic structure of an Full 
Convolutional Network. 

Although Full Convolutional Network can achieve good detection performance for 
semantically segmented images, there are still some drawbacks. First, when extracting image 
depth features, Full Convolutional Network is difficult to obtain structural information such as 
image boundaries, which is not conducive to network back-end reconstruction and detection of 
images. Secondly, in some Full Convolutional Networks, it is necessary to connect two temporal 
phase diagrams in series, making the two temporal phase diagrams in the Full Convolutional 
Network a single temporal phase diagram, which is also detrimental to image reconstruction. 
Thirdly, when Full Convolutional Network performs change detection, it will introduce the 
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original deep features of the front-end into the back-end, resulting in feature redundancy issues 
[19-20]. Therefore, in response to the above issues, this study further optimizes the Full 
Convolutional Network. That is, Full Convolutional Network incorporates image boundary 
structure information to form an Improved Full Convolutional Network model. Gaussian filter can 
make image noise reduced when detecting. The specific function is shown in Eq. (1): 

𝐺ሺ𝑥,𝑦ሻ = 1√2𝜋𝜇 expቆ−ሺ𝑥ଶ + 𝑦ଶሻ2𝜇ଶ ቇ, (1)

where, 𝐺ሺ𝑥,𝑦ሻ represents a Gaussian function; 𝜇 indicates the smoothing scale parameter; ሺ𝑥,𝑦ሻ 
is the image coordinates entered. The smooth image obtained by convolving the input image with 
Gaussian function is shown in Eq. (2): 𝑓௦ሺ𝑥,𝑦ሻ = 𝑓ሺ𝑥,𝑦ሻ ∗ 𝐺ሺ𝑥,𝑦ሻ, (2)

where, 𝑓௦ሺ𝑥,𝑦ሻ represents a smooth image; 𝑓ሺ𝑥,𝑦ሻ represents an input image; ∗ represents a 
convolution operation. The gradient size of each pixel in the obtained smooth image is shown in 
Eq. (3): 

𝑀ሺ𝑥,𝑦ሻ = ට𝑔௫ଶ + 𝑔௬ଶ, (3)

where, 𝑔௫, 𝑔௬ are pixel points’ gradient operators. Each pixel’s direction in smoothed image is 
shown in Eq. (4): 𝛼ሺ𝑥,𝑦ሻ = arctan ൬𝑔௬𝑔௫൰, (4)

where, 𝑔௫, 𝑔௬ are also a gradient operator for pixel points. The calculation equation for the 
gradient operator is shown in Eq. (5): 

𝑔௫ = 𝜕𝑓௦𝜕𝑥 ,      𝑔௬ = 𝜕𝑓௦𝜕𝑦 . (5)

 

 
a) CNN structure 

 
b) FCN structure 

Fig. 1. Comparison of full convolutional network and CNN structures 

From Eq. (5), it is not difficult to find that each gradient operator is the partial derivative for 
solving the coordinates of the smoothed image. After that, the center pixel in the neighborhood of 
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each pixel 3×3 is compared with the pixel in the gradient direction. If central pixel is larger than 
gradient amplitude of two adjacent pixel points’ gray values along gradient direction, the point 
can be used as a boundary point. If the pixel point is greater than the set maximum threshold value, 
the point is the final boundary point. After that, subtract the resulting edge maps 𝑔ଵሺ𝑥,𝑦ሻ and 𝑔ଶሺ𝑥,𝑦ሻ to obtain a boundary difference map, as shown in Eq. (6): 𝑔ௗ௜ሺ𝑥,𝑦ሻ = 𝑔ଶሺ𝑥,𝑦ሻ − 𝑔ଵሺ𝑥,𝑦ሻ, (6)

where, 𝑔ௗ௜ሺ𝑥,𝑦ሻ represents a boundary difference diagram. In order to extract the depth features 
of the boundary difference map, the convolution kernel of 𝑘 × 𝑘 was selected for the experiment. 
Assuming the convolutional layer is the 𝑙-th layer, the 𝑗 feature map of that layer is shown in 
Eq. (7): 

𝑧௝௟ = 𝑔൭ ෍ 𝑧௜௟ିଵ௜∈ெ೗షభ ∗ 𝑤௜௝௟ + 𝑏௝௟൱, (7)

where, 𝑧௝௟ represents the 𝑗-th characteristic diagram of the 𝑙-th layer; 𝑧௜௟ିଵ represents the 𝑖-th 
characteristic diagram of the 𝑙 − 1-th layer; 𝑤௜௝௟  represents a convolution kernel from 𝑧௜௟ିଵ to 
(𝐴𝑧௝௟); 𝑏௝௟ is 𝑗-th feature map’s offset of 𝑙-th layer; 𝑔ሺ. ሻ indicates the activation function; 𝑀௟ିଵ 
represents the number of feature maps for layer 𝑙 − 1. Assuming that the 𝑚-th layer is a pooling 
layer, the𝑗-th feature map of the 𝑚-th layer is shown in Eq. (8): 

𝑧௝௠ = 𝑔൭ ෍ 𝛽௝௠ ⋅ 𝑑𝑜𝑤𝑛ሺ𝑧௜௠ିଵሻ + 𝑏௝௟௜∈ெ೔షభ ൱, (8)

where, 𝑔ሺ. ሻ represents the activation function; 𝛽௝௠ represents 𝑗-th characteristic graph’s pooling 
parameter of 𝑚-th layer; 𝑑𝑜𝑤𝑛ሺ⋅ሻ represents a pooling function; 𝑧௜௠ିଵ represents the 𝑖-th 
characteristic diagram of the 𝑚 − 1-th layer; 𝑏௝௠ represents the offset of the 𝑗-th feature map of 
the 𝑚-th layer. After performing convolution and pooling operations, the network has generated 
relatively rich global information. However, when performing feature recognition for landslides, 
the landslide area in the image is the key analysis object. If the analysis of landslide areas can be 
implemented, it will reduce the computational complexity of the network and improve its work 
efficiency. Therefore, based on the experimental proposal of fusing Full Convolutional Network 
with boundary image change information, AM is further introduced to achieve the detection of 
key information such as landslides in the image. 

3.2. Construction of landslide boundary detection model combining attention mechanism 
and improved full convolutional network algorithms 

In the process of landslide boundary detection, Full Convolutional Network will assign the 
same computational weight to all pixels in the overall feature map, which requires a long 
computational time [21-22]. However, the main object of this study is the landslide boundary, and 
calculating the overall feature map will reduce the operational efficiency of the algorithm. 
Therefore, in order to emphasize the key factor of landslide boundary, this experiment introduced 
attention mechanism, namely IFCN-AM model. attention mechanism can improve model’s 
detection performance by emphasizing foreground pixels and suppressing background pixels. 
IFCN-AM model can quickly scan global information to determine the key information and 
detection range to be focused on in the experiment [23]. Subsequently, the extracted information 
flow is passed to the backend in a weighted order, while suppressing the flow of invalid 
information. This experiment introduces a combination of dual attention mechanism and Full 
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Convolutional Network networks to better achieve images feature representation and improve 
landslide segmentation accuracy [24]. The dual attention mechanism is divided into a spatial 
attention module and a multi-channel attention module. The spatial attention mechanism can 
establish the relationship between local features of an image, allowing extensive contextual 
information to be encoded and converted into local features to enhance the language representation 
ability of the model. Fig. 2 shows the structure of the spatial attention module. After inputting the 
landslide feature map, the correlation strength matrix between the two feature points obtained 
from the original feature after convolution and dimensionality reduction is first calculated through 
the model. 

 
Fig. 2. Spatial attention module 

The spatial attention map obtained after model normalization is shown in Eq. (9): 

𝑆௜௝ = exp൫𝐵௜ × 𝐶௝൯∑ exp൫𝐵௜ × 𝐶௝൯ே௜ୀଵ , (9)

where, 𝐵௜ is 𝑖-th pixel position in feature map 𝐵; 𝐶௝ stands for 𝑗-th pixel position in feature map 𝐶. 𝑆௜௝ can evaluate 𝑗-th pixel position’s impact in the feature map on the 𝑖-th pixel position feature. 
At the same time, the original features are input into the convolution layer to generate a new 
feature map. Multiply the final result by the scale parameter, and perform an element by element 
summation operation on the original features. The final output result is shown in Eq. (10): 

𝐸௝ = 𝛼෍൫𝑆௜௝𝐷௜൯ே
௜ୀଵ + 𝐴௝ , (10)

where, 𝛼 represents the scale parameter; 𝐷௜ represents a matrix after changing the feature 
dimension; 𝐴௝ represents the pixel at the 𝑗-th position in the original feature map. The model 
selectively aggregates context information based on spatial attention maps to ensure consistency 
in spatial semantics and highlight key detection areas to improve the segmentation accuracy of the 
final result [25]. In addition, Improved Full Convolutional Network has not yet paid attention to 
the correlation of segmentation results between feature channel graphs, so this experiment also 
introduced a channel attention mechanism after combining spatial attention mechanism. The 
channel attention mechanism can aggregate interrelated features between different channels to 
improve feature representation. Fig. 3 shows the module structure of channel attention. 

From Fig. 3, this channel attention module first reshapes the original features, and then 
multiplies the original feature matrix by its transposition matrix. After the normalization 
operation, the characteristic diagram between the final channels is obtained, as shown in Eq. (11): 

𝑥௝௜ = exp൫𝐴௜ × 𝐴௝൯∑ exp൫𝐴௜ × 𝐴௝൯஼௜ୀଵ , (11)

where, 𝐴௜ and 𝐴௝ represent the original characteristic diagrams of channels 𝑖 and 𝑗, respectively. 
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The meaning of 𝑥௝௜ is the impact of the 𝑖-th channel on the 𝑗-th channel. After that, the feature 
maps between each channel are weighted and fused to create a global association between them 
to obtain stronger semantic response features. The output diagram of the final channel attention 
mechanism is shown in Eq. (12): 

𝐸௝ = 𝛽෍൫𝑥௝௜𝐴௜൯ + 𝐴௝஼
௜ୀଵ , (12)

where, 𝛽 represents the scale parameter; 𝐶 is the length of the feature map. The meaning of 𝐸௝ is 
the final feature of each channel, which is obtained by weighting all channel features with the 
original features. It can simulate the long-term semantic dependency between feature maps. This 
model combines spatial attention mechanism with channel attention mechanism to improve the 
feature representation of the overall image. The resulting IFCN-AM model is shown in Fig. 4. 

 
Fig. 3. Channel attention module 

 
Fig. 4. IFCN-AM structure 

To evaluate attention mechanism’s effect, this experiment uses Semantic Segmentation over 
Union (MIoU) as an evaluation index. Eq. (13) is the specific expression: 

𝑀𝐼𝑜𝑈 = 1𝑘 + 1෍൭𝑝௜௜/෍𝑝௜௝௞
௜ୀ଴ + ෍൫𝑝௝௜ − 𝑝௜௜൯௞

௜ୀ଴ ൱௞
௜ୀ଴ , (13)

where, 𝑘 represents categories classified number, which refers to landslide pixels and background 
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pixels, so the value of 𝑘 is 1; 𝑝௜௝ indicates a class 𝑖 pixel that has been misjudged as class 𝑗; 𝑝௝௜ 
represents a class 𝑗 pixel that has been misjudged as a class 𝑖 pixel. Meanwhile, the experiment 
evaluates the performance of the model using recall rate, and its expression is shown in Eq. (14): 𝑅𝑒𝑐𝑎𝑙𝑙 = 𝑇𝑃𝑇𝑃 + 𝐹𝑁, (14)

where, 𝑇𝑃 represents samples number whose positive class is predicted to be positive; 𝐹𝑁indicates samples number whose positive class is predicted to be negative; 𝑇𝑁 indicates 
samples number whose negative class is predicted to be negative. In addition, the experiment also 
selected the 𝐹ଵ metric as an evaluation index to measure classification accuracy, and its expression 
is shown in Eq. (15): 

𝐹ଵ = 2 × 𝑅𝑒𝑐𝑎𝑙𝑙 × 𝑃𝑟𝑒𝑐𝑖𝑠𝑖𝑜𝑛𝑅𝑒𝑐𝑎𝑙𝑙 + 𝑃𝑟𝑒𝑐𝑖𝑠𝑖𝑜𝑛, (15)

where, 𝑃𝑟𝑒𝑐𝑖𝑠𝑖𝑜𝑛 represents the accuracy rate of model detection. 

4. Performance verification of landslide boundary detection model based on IFCN-AM 

4.1. IFCN-AM model performance verification 

The dataset used in this experiment collected a total of 2300 landslide image data, including 
three major categories. The first is to independently collect geological disaster image data in the 
Daqingshan region of Inner Mongolia, including various geological disaster image data such as 
landslides, debris flows, and collapses in the Daqingshan region of Inner Mongolia since 2003, 
and select landslide image data that can be used as model training. The landslide images in this 
section are mainly collected manually, and there are various types of landslides and complex 
backgrounds. The second is high-resolution landslide images taken using drones. This image 
collection has the characteristics of high image clarity, distinct characteristics of landslide mass, 
and easy determination of landslide mass boundaries. The third is the collected Public Remote 
Sensing Satellite Landslide Map, which has a surface resolution of 0.8 meters and is uniformly 
divided into 512×512 px size image. The landslide prediction model established based on a single 
data source can only obtain good discrimination ability for landslides from a certain source, while 
it is not ideal for other types of landslides. For example, the landslide discrimination model 
established solely using remote sensing data cannot achieve satisfactory prediction results in 
practical applications. Therefore, this experiment chooses to use this multi-source remote sensing 
image data to achieve accurate prediction of various types of landslide images, so as to meet more 
practical needs to a certain extent. For the selected landslide dataset, it is necessary to manually 
label the boundary and range of the landslide image to better train the model. Fig. 5 shows the 
final annotation result. 

Fig. 6 shows the loss function curves of the Full Convolutional Network model, Improved Full 
Convolutional Network model, and IFCN-AM model on the training set and test set. Fig. 6(a) 
stands for loss function training curve. Fig. 6(b) stands for loss function test curve. As shown in 
Fig. 6(a), all three network models exhibit good training effects. After 100 iterations of the three 
models, the loss function curves tend to flatten out. As shown in Fig. 6(b), the IFCN-AM model 
has the best loss function curve on the test set, followed by Improved Full Convolutional Network. 
Therefore, introducing boundary change information and attention mechanism into the Full 
Convolutional Network model can enhance the generalization ability of the network. 
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Fig. 5. Marking results of landslide datasets 
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Fig. 6. Loss function curves for three models in training and test sets 

Fig. 7 shows the training F1 curve of Full Convolutional Network model, Improved Full 
Convolutional Network model, and IFCN-AM model on training and test sets. Fig. 7(a) stands for 
F1 training curve, and Fig. 7(b) stands for F1 test curve. The F1 of the IFCN-AM model in the 
test set is higher than that of the other two networks, verifying the superior detection accuracy of 
the IFCN-AM model. 
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Fig. 7. Training F1 curves for three models on training and test sets 
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In order to better compare the advantages of the IFCN-AM model, the current popular RCNN 
model, Faster-RCNN model, Improved Single Shot Multibox Detector (SSD) model, and You 
Only Look Once (YOLO) model were selected for the experiment. Fig. 8 stands for ROC curves 
for five models. The detection results of IFCN-attention mechanism model are closer to manual 
labeling results compared to the other five models. Therefore, the IFCN-AM model can improve 
the recall rate by 3 % to 4 % while reducing the requirements for error accuracy and time 
consumption. 

 
Fig. 8. PR curves for five models 

Table 1 shows the comparative experimental results of landslide identification using five 
models. From this table, it is not difficult to find that compared to RCNN, Faster RCNN, Improved 
Single Shot Multibox Detector, and You Only Look Once, IFCN-AM has a 3 % to 7 % 
improvement in accuracy, recall, F1 value, and MIoU value. Therefore, the superiority of 
IFCN-AM in landslide detection is verified. 

Table 1. Comparison of experimental results of different models 
Model Precision Recall F1 MIoU Detection speed (Frame/s) 
RCNN 0.901 0.854 0.881 0.724 13.9 

Faster-RCNN 0.919 0.887 0.903 0.789 11.2 
ISSD 0.913 0.896 0.865 0.741 12.8 

YOLO 0.906 0.881 0.845 0.732 13.6 
IFCN-AM 0.978 0.913 0.926 0.801 11.1 

4.2. Analysis of different types of landslide boundary detection results 

According to the different material composition of landslides, they can be divided into soil 
landslides and rock landslides, with significant differences in the morphological characteristics of 
different landslides. To verify IFCN-AM model’s detection effect on different material 
composition types, the experiment then divided landslides into soil landslides and rock landslides 
based on whether there is vegetation coverage. 1300 pieces of data were selected for each landslide 
type to conduct experiments. Fig. 9 shows the training and validation curves for the selected five 
models. As can be seen from the figure, all five models have the ability to identify landslide 
boundaries. As the number of iterations increases, the IFCN-AM model exhibits optimal accuracy 
stability and low misclassification. This also verifies that incorporating the structural system 
information of the image boundary can effectively increase landslide boundary’s detailed 
information to improve model performance. 

Table 2 shows the IFCN-AM identification results for different types of landslides. The 
indicators of the soil landslide and rock landslide selected in the experiment are basically the same. 
Comparing the vegetation coverage, the accuracy rate, recall rate, F1 value, and MIoU of 
landslides with vegetation coverage are higher than those of landslides without vegetation 
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coverage. The calculation results show that IFCN-AM model has a good recognition effect for 
both soil and rock landslides. 
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Fig. 9. Training and verification curves for five models 
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Table 2. Comparison of different types of landslide identification results 
Landslide type Precision Recall F1 MIoU 

Vegetation/soil landslide 0.971 0.925 0.917 0.813 
No vegetation/soil landslide 0.982 0.889 0.889 0.798 
Vegetation/rocky landslide 0.987 0.898 0.913 0.868 

No vegetation/rocky landslide 0.969 0.883 0.899 0.754 

Fig. 10 shows the final recognition effects of Full Convolutional Network, Improved Full 
Convolutional Network, and IFCN-AM on different landslides. As shown in the figure, the 
IFCN-AM model integrates the boundary structure information of the image and the dual attention 
mechanism, and the final recognized landslide boundary is the closest to the landslide boundary 
in the labeled map. Both the Full Convolutional Network and Improved Full Convolutional 
Network identification maps have a large number of misjudged areas, and the detailed boundary 
division of landslides is unclear. Therefore, IFCN-AM has certain advantages in identifying 
landslide boundaries. 

 
Fig. 10. Final recognition effects of full convolutional network, improved  

full convolutional network, and IFCN-AM on different landslides 

5. Conclusions 

Landslides have a variety of latent and immeasurable destructiveness, seriously threatening 
human social activities and life safety. In this study, a new recognition network, IFCN-AM model, 
was proposed to address the low accuracy of current intelligent landslide boundary recognition 
methods. The experiment selects landslide image data that can be used as model training from 
various geological disaster image data such as landslides, debris flows, and collapses in the Daqing 
Mountain region of Inner Mongolia from 2003 to now. The training and testing results of Full 
Convolutional Network model, Improved Full Convolutional Network model, and IFCN-AM 
model show that after 100 iterations, three models’ loss function curves tend to flatten out. 
IFCN-AM model has the highest F1 value. Compared to RCNN, Faster RCNN, ISSD, and YOLO, 
IFCN-AM has a 3 % to 7 % improvement in accuracy, recall, F1 value, and MIoU value. The 
detection results of different types of landslide boundaries show that the accuracy rate, recall rate, 
F1 value, and MIoU of vegetation covered landslides are higher than those of non vegetation 
covered landslides. The IFCN-AM model has good recognition effects for both soil and rock 
landslides. The IFCN-AM model integrates the boundary structure information of the image and 
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the dual attention mechanism, and the final recognized landslide boundary is the closest to the 
landslide boundary in the labeled map, demonstrating certain advantages. This experiment 
basically achieves the experimental purpose. In the future, it can be considered to combine the 
landslide boundary detection system with the global positioning system to achieve the detection 
of large-scale landslide boundaries. 

Acknowledgements 

The research is supported by Scientific Research Project of Higher Education Institutions of 
Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region: Research on Geological Disaster Identification Technology 
of Daqing Mountain Based on Convolutional Neural Network (NJZY21579). 

Data availability 

The datasets generated during and/or analyzed during the current study are available from the 
corresponding author on reasonable request. 

Author contributions 

Lili Wang contributed to the motivation, the interpretation of the methods, the data analysis 
and results, and provided the draft versions and revised versions, references. Yun Qiao provided 
the data and results, the revised versions and references. All authors reviewed the manuscript. 

Conflict of interest 

The authors declare that they have no conflict of interest. 

References 

[1] Y. Ji, H. Zhang, Z. Zhang, and M. Liu, “CNN-based encoder-decoder networks for salient object 
detection: A comprehensive review and recent advances,” Information Sciences, Vol. 546,  
pp. 835–857, Feb. 2021, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ins.2020.09.003 

[2] S. Singh, U. Ahuja, M. Kumar, K. Kumar, and M. Sachdeva, “Face mask detection using YOLOv3 and 
faster R-CNN models: COVID-19 environment,” Multimedia Tools and Applications, Vol. 80, No. 13, 
pp. 19753–19768, May 2021, https://doi.org/10.1007/s11042-021-10711-8 

[3] P. Sharma, Y. P. S. Berwal, and W. Ghai, “Performance analysis of deep learning CNN models for 
disease detection in plants using image segmentation,” Information Processing in Agriculture, Vol. 7, 
No. 4, pp. 566–574, Dec. 2020, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.inpa.2019.11.001 

[4] H. Li, Y. He, Q. Xu, J. Deng, W. Li, and Y. Wei, “Detection and segmentation of loess landslides via 
satellite images: A two-phase framework,” Landslides, Vol. 19, No. 3, pp. 673–686, Mar. 2022, 
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10346-021-01789-0 

[5] P. Li, Y. Wang, G. Xu, and L. Wang, “LandslideCL: towards robust landslide analysis guided by 
contrastive learning,” Landslides, Vol. 20, No. 2, pp. 461–474, Feb. 2023, 
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10346-022-01981-w 

[6] S. Sambolek and M. Ivasic-Kos, “Automatic person detection in search and rescue operations using 
deep CNN detectors,” IEEE Access, Vol. 9, pp. 37905–37922, 2021, 
https://doi.org/10.1109/access.2021.3063681 

[7] Y. Liu, H. Pu, and D.-W. Sun, “Efficient extraction of deep image features using convolutional neural 
network (CNN) for applications in detecting and analysing complex food matrices,” Trends in Food 
Science and Technology, Vol. 113, pp. 193–204, Jul. 2021, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tifs.2021.04.042 

[8] S. Saponara, A. Elhanashi, and A. Gagliardi, “Real-time video fire/smoke detection based on CNN in 
antifire surveillance systems,” Journal of Real-Time Image Processing, Vol. 18, No. 3, pp. 889–900, 
Jun. 2021, https://doi.org/10.1007/s11554-020-01044-0 

[9] M. Wu et al., “Object detection based on RGC mask R‐CNN,” IET Image Processing, Vol. 14, No. 8, 
pp. 1502–1508, Jun. 2020, https://doi.org/10.1049/iet-ipr.2019.0057 



APPLICATION OF OPTIMIZED CNN ALGORITHM IN LANDSLIDE BOUNDARY DETECTION.  
LILI WANG, YUN QIAO 

418 ISSN PRINT 2335-2124, ISSN ONLINE 2424-4635  

[10] W. Ullah, A. Ullah, I. U. Haq, K. Muhammad, M. Sajjad, and S. W. Baik, “CNN features with bi-
directional LSTM for real-time anomaly detection in surveillance networks,” Multimedia Tools and 
Applications, Vol. 80, No. 11, pp. 16979–16995, May 2021, https://doi.org/10.1007/s11042-020-
09406-3 

[11] X. Gao, T. Chen, R. Niu, and A. Plaza, “Recognition and mapping of landslide using a fully 
convolutional DenseNet and influencing factors,” IEEE Journal of Selected Topics in Applied Earth 
Observations and Remote Sensing, Vol. 14, pp. 7881–7894, 2021, 
https://doi.org/10.1109/jstars.2021.3101203 

[12] W. Shi, M. Zhang, H. Ke, X. Fang, Z. Zhan, and S. Chen, “Landslide recognition by deep convolutional 
neural network and change detection,” IEEE Transactions on Geoscience and Remote Sensing, Vol. 59, 
No. 6, pp. 4654–4672, Jun. 2021, https://doi.org/10.1109/tgrs.2020.3015826 

[13] S. Ji, D. Yu, C. Shen, W. Li, and Q. Xu, “Landslide detection from an open satellite imagery and digital 
elevation model dataset using attention boosted convolutional neural networks,” Landslides, Vol. 17, 
No. 6, pp. 1337–1352, Jun. 2020, https://doi.org/10.1007/s10346-020-01353-2 

[14] G. Yao et al., “An empirical study of the convolution neural networks based detection on object with 
ambiguous boundary in remote sensing imagery-a case of potential loess landslide,” IEEE Journal of 
Selected Topics in Applied Earth Observations and Remote Sensing, Vol. 15, pp. 323–338, 2022, 
https://doi.org/10.1109/jstars.2021.3132416 

[15] K. Hacıefendioğlu, G. Demir, and H. B. Başağa, “Landslide detection using visualization techniques 
for deep convolutional neural network models,” Natural Hazards, Vol. 109, No. 1, pp. 329–350, Oct. 
2021, https://doi.org/10.1007/s11069-021-04838-y 

[16] Y. H. Lee and Y. Kim, “Comparison of CNN and YOLO for object detection,” Journal of the 
semiconductor and display technology,” Journal of the Semiconductor and Display Technology, 
Vol. 19, No. 1, pp. 85–92, 2020. 

[17] A. Rehman, M. A. Khan, T. Saba, Z. Mehmood, U. Tariq, and N. Ayesha, “Microscopic brain tumor 
detection and classification using 3D CNN and feature selection architecture,” Microscopy Research 
and Technique, Vol. 84, No. 1, pp. 133–149, Jan. 2021, https://doi.org/10.1002/jemt.23597 

[18] R. Sharma and A. Sungheetha, “An efficient dimension reduction based fusion of CNN and SVM 
model for detection of abnormal incident in video surveillance,” June 2021, Vol. 3, No. 2, pp. 55–69, 
May 2021, https://doi.org/10.36548/jscp.2021.2.001 

[19] B. Kim, N. Yuvaraj, K. R. Sri Preethaa, and R. Arun Pandian, “Surface crack detection using deep 
learning with shallow CNN architecture for enhanced computation,” Neural Computing and 
Applications, Vol. 33, No. 15, pp. 9289–9305, Aug. 2021, https://doi.org/10.1007/s00521-021-05690-
8 

[20] B. Riyaz and S. Ganapathy, “A deep learning approach for effective intrusion detection in wireless 
networks using CNN,” Soft Computing, Vol. 24, No. 22, pp. 17265–17278, Nov. 2020, 
https://doi.org/10.1007/s00500-020-05017-0 

[21] H. Wang et al., “Rainfall-induced landslide in loess area, Northwest China: a case study of the Changhe 
landslide on September 14, 2019, in Gansu Province,” Landslides, Vol. 17, No. 9, pp. 2145–2160, Sep. 
2020, https://doi.org/10.1007/s10346-020-01460-0 

[22] S. H. Li, X. H. Luo, and L. Z. Wu, “A new method for calculating failure probability of landslide based 
on ANN and a convex set model,” Landslides, Vol. 18, No. 8, pp. 2855–2867, Aug. 2021, 
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10346-021-01652-2 

[23] F. Qu, H. Qiu, H. Sun, and M. Tang, “Post-failure landslide change detection and analysis using optical 
satellite Sentinel-2 images,” Landslides, Vol. 18, No. 1, pp. 447–455, Jan. 2021, 
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10346-020-01498-0 

[24] S. Pirasteh, G. Shamsipour, G. Liu, Q. Zhu, and Y. Chengming, “A new algorithm for landslide 
geometric and deformation analysis supported by digital elevation models,” Earth Science Informatics, 
Vol. 13, No. 2, pp. 361–375, Jun. 2020, https://doi.org/10.1007/s12145-019-00437-5 

[25] M. Krkač, S. Bernat Gazibara, M. Sečanj, M. Sinčić, and S. Mihalić Arbanas, “Kinematic model of 
the slow-moving kostanjek landslide in Zagreb, Croatia,” Rudarsko-Geološko-Naftni Zbornik, Vol. 36, 
No. 2, pp. 59–68, 2021, https://doi.org/10.17794/rgn.2021.2.6 



APPLICATION OF OPTIMIZED CNN ALGORITHM IN LANDSLIDE BOUNDARY DETECTION.  
LILI WANG, YUN QIAO 

 JOURNAL OF MEASUREMENTS IN ENGINEERING. DECEMBER 2023, VOLUME 11, ISSUE 4 419 

 

Lili Wang Associate Professor. In 2006, she graduated from Inner Mongolia Normal 
University with a bachelor’s degree in computer science and technology. In 2012, she 
graduated from Inner Mongolia Normal University with a Master of Science degree in 
cartography and geographic information system. She is currently working at the Youth 
Political College of Inner Mongolia Normal University as the director of the Network 
Engineering Teaching and Research Office, with a research focus on computer networks 
and artificial intelligence. Lead and participate in 10 provincial and ministerial level 
scientific research projects; published nearly 20 academic papers; participated in the 
compilation of four textbooks; obtained 6 utility model patents. 

 

Yun Qiao Lecturer. In 2005, she graduated from Inner Mongolia Normal University with 
a bachelor’s degree in computer science and technology. In 2012, she graduated from Inner 
Mongolia Normal University with a Master of Science degree in Cartography and 
Geographic Information System. Now she is working as a professional teacher at the Youth 
Political Science College of Inner Mongolia Normal University. My research direction is 
computer network and artificial intelligence. Presided over and participated in 8 
department-level scientific research projects; published 12 academic papers; participated 
in the compilation of 2 textbooks; obtained 2 utility model patents. 

 




